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hearts and in our public life that we could ill-spare him.
He had always remained the exponent of American views,
and he had never forgotten that he was the supreme repre-
sentative in this country of American interests. Yet he
had contrived to be sympathetic to British interests, to
understand our points of view, to strive to reconcile our
differences, and to take that part with us which had led us
to expect of him when he addressed us a mastery of English
and an oratory which was hard to beat. Mr. Davis would
leave England secure in our esteem and respect, and would
carry away with him the warm-hearted admiration, and,
in no conventional phrase, the true affection of the English
people among whom he had lived."

Lord Reading's connection with Reading has been several
times referred to, and, as he had a country seat in the
neighbourhood, it continued long after he ceased to repre-
sent the borough. Lord Reading was, and presumably is
still, a strong advocate of the League of Nations. It was
only natural that he should preside over the Reading Branch
at its inauguration, on 3ist January, 1921.

Lord Reading said " they might have a League of Nations
on paper, signed by even greater men than those who had
affixed their signatures to it, and ratified by all the Parlia-
ments that existed, and yet it would never be a living force
unless it was based upon the people's will. The subject was
one which was vital for every human being. The more
powerful it became the greater would be its effect. It
might be possible in the future, if the League gathered
strength as they hoped, to devise an instrument which
would prevent wars for always. It would be an interesting
problem for the historian to go through the chronicles of
the wars waged in the past, and to strive to arrive at a con-
clusion how many of those wars would have taken place if
there had been three months during which to deliberate.
As one with some experience in life, both of the law and of
politics and of international politics, he could not help
thinking that one of the qualities that distinguished man
from an animal was the restraint which, by means of his
divine mind he could impress upon his actions.